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1/28/66 Peace- "signs" from Hanoi 

The indications that have been clear from the recent reports on the resumption 
of fighting after the Tet truce are now obvious. The note made this a.m. is ampli- 
fied by a specific statement (CBS news, Ch. 9, 1 p.m. that the "hard core of the 
(bther side clearly has been avoiding conflict. The AP moved a story in today's 
frederick post saying tactics hd "provofc-d speculation that the Hanoi regime was 
avoiding battle deliberately as a prelude to peace talks." 

^’his, of course, if what those famous "antennae" were supposed, with their 
exquisite sensitivity, to detect, whet the entire administration has been 
demanding, a "sign". If it is, indeed, a sign rather than a surrender they are 
unbale to compel on the battlefield they seek, they here have it, and subsequent 
administration action and policy can be evaluated ohly bu compar son with this 
sign. 

The import of this intelligence is so clesr the commanding general of the 
US division i quoted ss saying he was "loaded for bear but I don't expect to 
hit bery much." 

It is interesting to note that this AP dispacth does not appear in the Wash Post, 
nor does its essence in edited form. 


